ON   FEELING   INFERIOR

MOST of us at one time or another have noticed and
disliked noisy people in restaurants, or those who push
past us upon the roadway, or who are rude in conversation.
We have noticed these people, and thought them ugly and
unpleasant; but we have not always understood what is the
matter with them. The cause of their misbehaviour is really
that they feel inferior, and are trying to bluster us into the
belief that they are much better than they look. This is why a
deformed or undersized person is so frequently conceited.
He feels that unless he draws attention to himself he will be*
ignored. In the same way, a man who has not been fortunate
enough to receive education as a child, but who by superior
ability or by happy chance attains unexpected wealth, may
often be more conscious of his lack of social polish than heneed
be. He will speak in a loud voice, and will hector, because he
wishes to prove that he is 'somebody.' This is a mistake,
but it is a natural mistake. The parvenu does not realize that
we are all so busy thinking of our own affairs that we have
little enough attention to give to others. He thinks all eyes
are upon him, all tongues wagging in comment upon him.
He is like Mr. Salteena, in The Young Pinters, who wrote:
1 am not quite a gentleman but you would hardly notice it
but can't be helped anyhow'; and he hopes that if he talks
loud and is rude to the waiters, his lack of gentility will be
obscured by what he conceives to be the normal deportment
of an hereditary peer* But just as Mr. Salteena announced his
imperfect gentility with some defiance, thus showing that
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